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VIRTUAL MEETING WITH CLO

Presenter’s:

Jo-Anne Demick, Director, Community Relations & 

Collaborations

Payal Khazanchi, Director of Inclusion Initiatives 

They had 15 – 20 minutes each to speak



JO-ANNE DEMICK

DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY RELATIONS

• Journey to Belonging, Family Initiatives/Engagements

• Transformation from Based Funding to Individualized Funding/Support

• Ministry is in consultation phase, meeting with Tech Table (21 members) ie 

Service Reps, Developmental Services Agencies, etc., for more Individualized 

Budgets.  Meetings are 2 times per month until June 2025.  Results will be 

available at later date.



• Sean Pegg, Director of Social Policy.

➢Research Project on Education for Students with Special Needs.  

Crisis in the classroom; Restraints, Time Out’s, Expulsions – Report 

due out next week

• May is Community Living month.  Policy Webinar's, May 27, 

Queen’s Park.

• Waiting to Belong – Over 52,000 Adults, as of September 2024, for 

critical supports.

• #5 To Survive – 2024 short term advocacy effort, Budget.  Request 

to Government, 5% to keep lights on! Financial crisis impacting the 

structure resulted in a 3% increase to Developmental Services.  

$310,000 for organizations funded by MCCSS.  First time since 2018.



• Challenge, Creating awareness within the public and government.

• 35,000 people in service with 52,000 waiting for service.

• Next steps:  long term strategy, set incremental goals, articulate a 

vision for long-term success.

• New Hire – Teresa Kruze, Media Strategist for CLO to create a 

Family Portal.

• Strong unified voice to bring people together, sharing messages to 

MPP’s across the Province.

• Minister Parsa – Ministry Advisory Table, 15 Agencies at Table, but 

no family advocates.  This was because the focus was on budgets, 

government tech table, selected by government.

• Families need more input!



• Importance of Family Engagement Framework

• Creating deep and meaningful connections, Family centred approach.

• The impact of Family Leadership series has been monumental, leading 

to person centred approaches and greater community inclusivity.

• Family leadership at CLO:

➢ Family Leadership Series – 3 weekends/year

➢ Family engagement grants – announcement in last week of May

➢ Family Conference – Hosting for first time in Ontario is from May 31-

June 1, 2025. Applications closed.  Selected attendees to be notified at 

end of April.

PAYAL KAZANCHI

DIRECTOR OF INCLUSION INITIATIVES 



THERE ARE ONLY 
60 SPOTS 
AVAILABLE, SO 
ONCE 
REGISTRATION 
OPENS IT WILL 
BE IMPORTANT 
TO SIGN UP 
RIGHT AWAY!



IMPORTANT 

DATES DSO
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Next Meeting is:

Wednesday, May 21st

from 6:00 – 8:00 pm

At CLAPW

36 Emperor Rd., Ajax



THANK YOU !
Sylvia Thornton

sylvia.thornton@clapw.org

&

Wendy Holliday

Community Living Ajax, 
Pickering and Whitby (CLAPW)


