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This Family as Partners Group was established in September 2023.  I am still excited 
about my role as the Parent Lead of this group, especially since I get to work closely 
with Wendy Holliday!  Wendy is now in her 41st year as an employee of CLAPW.  She 
has worked tirelessly in many roles, including Emergency Response.   Her knowledge 
and hands-on experience is of immense importance, but it’s her unwavering Love for 
the work that she does that is most valuable.

Not everyone chooses to come to our meetings; some prefer to look at what our 
meeting postings are online, some participated virtually and some just look at emails 
that I send out.  We also have a Family Group Tab on the CLAPW Webpage.

It is to everyone’s advantage for this group to grow.  A family does not need to be 
connected to CLAPW in order to participate, so if you know of anyone in the Durham 
Region that you want to reach out to, please feel free to do so.

WELCOME!
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WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED!

The Ontario Caregiver Organization’s  Grant Program has given us the opportunity to 
have Family as Partners exist and to continue to grow.  

Having this group has enabled us to connect with families/caregivers providing 
important information in the DS Sector, and have opportunities to discuss concerns and 
issues, as well as, supporting each other.  Family members have shared how, after six 
months, they felt more empowered, informed and no longer on their own.  They have 
all expressed their desire to continue to meet and expand.

Monthly Virtual/In-Person Meetings Opened up to the Community:  Pamphlets for 
distribution at our Community Participation Program and at Chestnut Hill Recreation 
Complex in Pickering and the Pickering Library and Doctor’s offices.



➢ To continue to have speakers, whenever possible, present to us.  Let me know if you 
have a topic or Presenter in mind.

➢ To continue to watch P4P Planning Network website for important and interesting 
subjects.  I have attached some upcoming virtual topics.

➢ To have another event similar to our Paint Event where our loved ones can have their 
own activity.  Any suggestions are welcomed.

➢ To host another Family as Partners Family Forum Event, but with a more varied list 
of presenters.

➢ To obtain a Grant for all Family Networks to come together in a Conference 
Environment, to meet, discuss and to share information, and to offer other 
associations to attend; Down Syndrome Association, Autism Ontario.

WHAT WE WANT TO DO!



Tickets are on sale now!

Do you know of any 
businesses that can 
donate product or be a 
sponsor ?



P4P FREE ONLINE WEBCASTS







DSO 

WEBINAR

SEPT. 29, 

2025











DSO – DEVELOPMENTAL 

SERVICES ONTARIO

Have you updated DSO ?



TOPICS OF INTEREST

• CANADA DISABILITY BENEFIT – What was 

your experience?

• CANADA DENTAL PLAN 



IMPORTANT DATES
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• October 15th – Family Group Meeting, CLAPW office at                            
36 Emperor Street, Ajax, 6:00 – 8:00 pm

• October 30th - Halloween Dance. 6:00 – 9:00 pm. Ajax Legion

• November 21st – CLAPW Holiday Party – Ajax Convention Centre,                                      
6:00 pm – 12:00 am - You can buy your tickets now!



THANK YOU !
Sylvia Thornton

sylviathornton99@icloud.com

&

Wendy Holliday

Community Living Ajax, 
Pickering and Whitby (CLAPW)

mailto:sylviathornton99@icloud.com

